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Mr. Herberts Country Parſon, 
Chap. VII. 


HE Miniſter, * his Preach- 
| ing, ſerves himſelf of the Tude- 

ments f* od, as of thoſe of 2 
ent Times, ſo eſpecially of the late 
ones; and thoſe moſt, which are near- 
eſt to his Pariſh; for People are very 
attentroe at ſuch Diſuurſss and think 
 behoves them to be ſo, when God 
. near them, and even over their 
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7 XXVL 5. 
When thy Judgments are in the Earth, 


the Inhabitants of the Nm all 
learn Righteouſneſs. 


JP HESE Words may be 8 
der d, either as an Iigſtruction of 

the Prophet, pointing out our Duty; 
or as an Obſervation that Nn 


W but not always. ess. 
B In 
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In my Handling of them at this 
Time, I ſhall beg Leave to procced 1 in 
this Method. 

I. To ſhew, 1 That the Ne 
of God are deſign d by Him, and in 
their own Nature do tend, to teach 
the Inhabitants of the World true 
Repentance and 3 : 
II. To enquire, Whether they do 
 akways produce this Effect. 5 
III. To Exhort you to learn Righ- 
zeouſneſs from the gen: Judgments 
of God. 
I. II ſhall ſhew, That the Judgments 
of God are deſign d by Him, and in 
their own Nature do tend, to teach 
the Inhabitants of the World truc 
Repentance and Righteouſneſs. | 

The God Almighty has a point- 
ed a Time, in _—_ He will judge 

the 


pon he Late Vorm &c. E 


the whole World by Him whom 
He has raiſed up, and exalted above 
all Principalities and Dominions, and 
to whom He has committed all Au- 
thorit and Judgment; yet, not- 
withſtanding that great Day of Re- 
tributions, there are in the mean 
time ſuch Temporal Judgments di- 
ſpens d in the Earth, as are neceſſa- 
ry for the good Government of the 
World. | 

The End of all Things Here be- — 
low ſeems to many ſuch a diſtant 
Proſpect, and the Terror of the final 
Judgment ſeems ſo remote an Argu- 
ment, that few would govern their 
Lives by the Expectation of that 
Day, unleſs their Faith were ſome- 
timesquicken'd by intermediate judg- 
ments, or by ſuch extraordinary In- 
B22 —ͤ— 
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terpoſitions of Providence, as ſhall 
conſtrain Men to ſay with the P/al- 
miſt, Verily there 1s a God that judgeth 
W CES III 0 
Famines, and Peſtilences, and#Fires, 
and Inundations, and Wars, and 
Earth-Quakes, and Storms, and Tem- 
peſts, and ſuch like publick Calami- 
ties, where ever they happen, are as 
ſo many Heralds ſent forth to Pro- 
claim the Almighty to be the Gover- 
nor and Jude of the World, and to 
make a new Promulgation of thoſe 
Truths which He Fen already re- 
... Cf arent, 
For Proſperity, or a long Tract of 
ſucceſsful Events, is apt to breed 
a-Forgetfulneſs of God, and to fill 
the Imagination with. vain Opinions 
concerning Chance and Nature, and 


on the Late Storm, &. 5 


a neceſſary Train of Cauſes; and be- 
ſides, it is apt to weaken the Re 
ſtraints of Conſcience and Diſci- 
mw to remit the Authority of 
Virtue, and to give a ſpeedy Growth 
to the Vices of Shathfulneſs and Lu- 
 uiry; but the Judgments of God a- 
waken Men to right Apprehenſions 
of Things, to the Acknowledgment 
of an Over-uling Power, to a Re- 
view of their Actions according to 
thoſe Laws and Meaſures which the 
Divine Wiſdom has preſcrib'd, to a 
general Reformation of Manners, 
and to a greater Concern for Univer- 
fal Righteouſneſs : For how can theſe 
and ſuch like Inferences be well a- 
voided, when it ꝑlainly appears how 
very much G f 


* himſelf 18 con- 
cern d to make new Impreſſions of 
. His 
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His Power and Juſtice on the Minds 


of Men? 


When the 8 of Man- 
kind encreaſes, it provokes God to 
make uſe of the harſher Methods of 
His Providence, that He may put a 
new Spirit of Religious Fear into the 
Hearts of all thoſe who are willing 


to conſider uiſely the Operations of 


the Lord. 


God would lead us in a 3 


gentle way, but our Sins will not 


on Him ; we break out frem 
is ordinary Government, and then 


He overtakes us with His Fudg- 


ments; we will not hearken to the 


Voice of Conſcience, and that ob- 


liges Him to ſpeak Louder to us in 
Terrors and Amazeents; we grow 


Rebellious and Unruly and then 
„ 
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He Arms the Creatures againſt us, 
and commits us to the Fury of the E- 
lements; we ſuffer our Paſſions to 
grow ſo Imperious, that Reaſon, and 
Wiſdom, and good Counſel cannot 
be hearken'd to, and then we tempt {| 
Him to deliver us up to our own | 
Mutual Rage, and to make us a moſt | 
ſevere Judgment to one another! 
But ſtill, the main Den of God 
is not ſo much to Deſtroy as to Build 
up; not to root out, but to reform 
the Generations of the World; for 
that the Judgments of God do in 
their own Nature tend to teach 
Men true Repentance and Righte- 
ouſneſs, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew | 
more diſtinctly by theſe Tuo Particu- | 
Fin, Becauſe (as I have already 
5 a | hinted) 


* 
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- hinted) they are apt to work on our 
| Minds a ſtronger Conviction of the 


—— 


Derodiuence of God. And. 


 _ - Secondly, Becauſe they moſt pow- 
erfully awaken in us the Thoughts 
of the Great Day of Judgment. 
 Firff, The Judgments of God do 
in their own Nature tend to teach 
Men true Repentance and Righte- 
 oulſnels, by working on their Minds 
a a ſtronger Conviction of the Provi- 

i - dence of God. 8 5 
If all Things went on in an Uni- 
form Courſe, Men would be tempt- 
ed to think that the World were no- 
thing but a Complicated Machine, left 
to its own Natural Motions, and not 
ſubjected to any wile and provident 
Power; but when they ſee how its 
 JSeaſonsandElements are often _ 
1, OL or 
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for the Puniſhmenit of Man, they 
cannot but acknowledge that the 
World is under the Government of 
an Omnipotent and ce Agont, who 
difpoſes'of Natural Cauſes in ſuchla 
manner, as that they may be the Re- 
wards and Punithments of ms Vir- 
_ and Defects: / I 26 EI MIS! u,. 
rr cartyidaa on in u Gmgorh and e 

qual Courle;according tothe Methods . 


of common Pruden Men wouldbe 
ready to ſacrifice to their. own” Ni Nw? 4 
and to conſider but little of any Y 
er Power than their own The 1 — 
they find their Deſigns perplex dwith 
unexpected Difficulties, and that 
Things go contrary ſometimes to the 
moſt likely Rules of Human Wiſ⸗ 
dom; then they look up and Adore a 


Wen Power, who has reſerv'd: 
0 to 
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to himſelf the Diſpoſal of all E. 
RR: 205-4. $44 505 
.. Eaſe, and Quiet, and Plenty, and a 
long Proſperity are Bleſſings, which 
Human Nature is apt to ſurfeit with, 
| and which often turn into Corrupti- 
on and Diſeaſes: Tho! they be ſuch 
Indulgences as all Men covet, yet they 
are ſuch as many cannot long thrive 
under, they are too luxurious a Diet 
to be conſtantly us d; they breed vain 
Opinions, fond Deſires, and too deli- 
cate a Concern for the Things of this 
Life; ſo that Judgments are as neceſ- 
ſary for a pamper d World, as Phy- 
ſick for a ſurfeited Body; they purge 
away the long Collection of vicious 
Humours, and bring Mankind to a 
good State and Temper again. 
A long Series of flouriſhing Times 
is generally attended with a * | 

| . C- 


1 


— nel 2 Vorm, E 


— 


Degeneracy of Manners and Piety; a | 
great deal of Leiſure makes an Ageſu- | 
pine, ſloathful, or peſtilently witty; 
one Part ſtagnates in ſenſual Pleaſure, 
and another is proud of Inventing 
the moſt extravagant Conceits in Po- 


i; . þ 


liticks and Religion. 
Wbat a multitude of Hrrehgous Fun. 
cie have been ſpreadabout this Nation 
who is reſolvd to Indulge himſelf in 
Senſuality, pretends preſently to ſome 
very particular way of Reaſoning, and 
becomes fond:of certain Notions and 


a 


ſome Eaſe under all that Voluptuouſ 
neſs which hie is immers din; becauſe 
the Dutierof Chriſtianity are tooſtrict 
for his Practice, therefore he is offend- 
ed with the Myferies of it pbecauſethe 
Laws of Folneſrare contrary tohisIn- 

1 "CA clinations, 
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clinations,” therefore he cannot tell 
what to make of his Creed; he has ſo 
provok'd-the Juſtice of God by his 
of His Exiſtence, than lye under the 
Apprehenſions of His Vengeance; 
he has ſo abus d his Nature by a Bru- 
tiſh way of Living, that he is as ſick of 
the Thoughts of his Immortality, as a 
poor Nobleman is of his Honour, and 
would willingly wave that Preroza- 
tive, which only upbraids his Degene- 
rate Condition, n. 
But what wretched ſtaff would all 
Prophaneneſs appear, if God ſhould a- 
riſe to Vindicate His own Honour by 
a Succeſſion of molt Terrible Judgments 
amongſt us? Who would keep Com- 
pany with an Atheiſt, when the /ndig- 
nation of the Almighty is heard in fuch 
$:orms throughout the Land? W_ 

| nt 
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that | onſternation we ſo lately felt 
kept up. and renew d upon our Minds, 
we ſhould ſoon avoid all Society with 
the prophane Crew, as the Herd keep 
off the wounded Deer; all ſober Peo- 
le would no more endure to hear 
Men abuſe Religion and the Holy 
— than they would tarry to 
hear a Buffoon make Jeſts, When they 
were ſeriouſly told that their Houſes 
were on Fire; or when they were in 
dread that the next Wind mi ght blow 
them down upon their Heads. 
Irreligious Opinions, and looſe Prin- 
ciples can neither ſupport any, nor 
be themſelves ſupported, under any 
grievous Calamities: They are ſome- 
timesthe poor Diverſion of thoſe Who 
live at eaſe; but when the Judgments 
of God have once awaken d the Con- 
ſcience, all thoſe extravagant Dreams 
and 


— 
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and Deluſions diſappear, and the Na- 
tural Teſtimony of the Mind breaks 
forth, that verily there 1s a Reward for 
the Righteous, doubtleſs there is a God 


2 
— 


that judgeth the Earth, Plal. 58. 10. 
Which may lead us to the 


Second Particular, That the preſent 


_ Judgments of God do in their own na- 
ture tend to teach Men true Rehentance 


and Righicouſneſi, becauſe they moſt 
powerfully awaken. in them the 
thoughts of the Great Day of Judgment. 
The Day of Judgment is deſcribd in 
the Holy Scriptures in a very terrible 
and aſtoniſhing manner, by Confuſion 
of the Elements, by the Convulfions of 
Nature, and by all that Apparatus or 
Scene of Terror, that either we have 
known, or can imagine; ay, and by 
much greater than we are able to ima- 
gine: For tho' the Imagination be a 
2 Faculty 


» 
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Faculty that is apt to exceed in its Re- 
preſentations of things, yet here it is 
defective; it cannot take in all the I. 
dba, nor conceive all the C:rcumſtances 
of the Horror, that is either to forerun, 
or to conclude that Great Day : But 
then, the Natural Dread of God's Ven- 
geance being cloſely woven into the 
very Hearts of Mankind, and the 
Scriptures having prepoſſeſs d our 
Minds with ſuch Expectations, when 
ever we hear the Voice of God ſpeak- 
ing Loud to us in any preſent Judg- 
ment, it cannot but awaken in us ſome 

of the Images of what we muſt expect 

at the great ſudgment of all; and the 

Thoughts of that Day, if any thing, 
will work ſtrongly upon our Souls, 
melt them down into Contrition and 
Repentance, and fill us with Reſoluti- 
ons of practiſing all manner of Righte- 
oufneſs for the time to come. The 
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The Collect for the Day (the iſt 111 
Advent) has join d the ſirſt Coming of 
Chriſt in all Humility, with His jeco 14]. 
Comme in His Glorions Majeſty, 70. jull 2 
both the Quick und Dead; that chey 
who are but little mov'd with the 


ill Voice of His lutarnation, may be 


wrought upon by the moſt amazing 
Terrors of the Lord, when they conſi- 
der Him as coming to judge the- 
World: For ſeeingall things ſhall then 
be diſolv d, ſurely the Hearts of Men 
ſhould be ſo now; their preſent Ap 


-- 


prehenſions ſhould effect that intheir: 
own Breaſts now, which the Humeui. 
ate Power of God will then effect in 
the other Parts of the Creation. 

Preſent Judgments therefore are apt 
to give Mena moſt powerful Convicti- 
on of the Great and Laſt Judoment, 
and That, when duly weigh'd, is one 


55 ————— 
that we act in the light of. Him, who 
ſceth and judgethall Thin 5 laysa: Fin 

and 


Neceſſity upon us of being Goo 
Virtuous. Magna vobis- 0 ft at 
lare non vaults; ::Neceflitas: 11dj, 4 ma 
© bitatis, cum ante ocuhð Agi. 
cundta arrnentir. Boeth. 6 
oncluſio: 
But let W e 
| II Place, Whether the uhh ol of 0 
God do akways produce. this Effect. 
And here Experience acquaints 
that there is ſomething ththe up. 
en and: acquir'd Wi e of ſome 
Mens Hearts, that baffles this as well as 
ether Methods of God s dealing with 
them; they are ſo fat from Repenting, 
and learning Righteouſneſs by the 
Corre hons of God, that they many 
ink D times 
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ſoon return to their wonted Thoughts 
and Ways: So that the Inftruttion 
which the Judgment ſhould have 
deeply impreſs d, goes off withitheSur- 
prize; andif the Ita mand Tempeſt cau- 
of its Mire and Dirt, all that Filthmeſs 
ſubſides and ſinks again, and they are 
as Vicious at the Bottom as ever. 
Nay, if a Judgment continue for ſome 
time, it often loſes its Effect, with = 
cri At ſome, 
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ſome; by.i its very C rimuan e; for they 
preſently learn to behold it without 
much Conſternation, and in a little 
time, without any Concern; it grows 
too familiar to have much Operation 
upon them, and when t does not re 
move, b. he ſure it inereaſes the DD 
ſeaſe. A moſt Tragical Relation of 4 
People prodigioully harden t oy the: 
chontimi d Judgments of 
read at (large in the Sikth BO 
Jalvian s Treatiſe concerning God's s 
Government of the World. i, 0: 1564 


> NOW SNN e Behaviqur 


contrary to Jod Deſigns, yet Heper- 
mits att for the Trial Of Mens Hearts 

this Life; and this Nermiſfonof His 
moſt ſtrongly argues the Necefiryof. = 
an After-reckonings; Weide Ju- 
Ae Gdddviiniclaſivocka — 
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all the Perniſſiont of His Providence, 


and for all the Ferbearances of His 


* ” bd 


| Merey; III DIG AOS HO Aion 
Bur ftilhʒ theſe Obſtinate and Har- 
dend Tempers, are ſuch Monſters in 
Grace that we hope fherc are but very 
few of them, and that the generality 
are better diſpos d, ſo diſpos das to learn 
 Righteonſneſswhen ever the Judgment: 
of the Tord are mtheEarthWhichin the 
III. And Laſt Place I ſhall Exhort 
In urhat ever Lasguase God is pleas d 
to ſpeak unto us, let us be ever ready 
to attend His Voice: If He be pleas d 
to convince us more fully of His Me- 
jeſty, His Sovereign Power and Holi- 
' neſs; as He did Job, by ſpeaking to us 
out of the V hirluind, let it bring us 
do the ſame ſubmiſſive Behaviour as 
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it did him, viz. to abhor our ſelves in 
Dit and | Aſhes. | When OUr Hearts are, 
by Gods Judgments, like melting Wax 
within us, then let us be ready to re- 
ceive the cleareſt Impreſfions of His 
moſt Holy Will and Pleaſure, that we 
may be thus ſcald unto the Day of the 
Lord: And when at the chiding of 7he 
ord, at the blaſting of the Breath of 
His Diſpleaſure, the very Foundations of 
the World are ' diſcover d; let it at the 
ſame time diſcover the very Bottom 
of our Conſciences too, let it deſcend 
into the deepeſt Receſſes thereof, and 
call to Mind our molt ſecret nur. 
When Terror comes flying upon 
the Wings of the Wind, and Sornitare 
ſo prodigiouſſy fierce and laſting; as if 
Legionsof Deſtroying Angels were min- 
gled amongſt them; then ſhould we 
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ſend our Prayers to Heaven with a 
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mighty Force too; and make t the Mel. 
ſengers for our Protection ſwifter than 
thoſe, which threaten our Deſtructi: 
on: We ſhould earneſtly apply to H 
wo ſits above the Floods; above the ; 
Atmoſphere, above all the Region of 
the Meteors, and who With a Word 
rebukes the Wi nds, and ſtrait they 
 ceale! A 
But tho they 9 yet, let dvr 
Righteouſneſs ſtill go on; let it increaſe 
* the Light, more and more unto 
perfect Day: 4 the Agitation: 
U e we 3 elt make way: for 
our Virtuous Reſolutions to ſink 
deeper into all our Hearts; that we 
may be the more E/tabliſh' din Faith 
and Goodneſs, by: bein 8 lo Terribly 
Shaken. yas of 
There is one part of . ＋ 
W ch methinks the late 2 2 
Go 


been now ſufficiently taught What 
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God. ſhould] eſpecially recommend to 
you all; and that 1s the conſtant Duty 


of Famil- Prayer and Devotion. If 
we had not know it before, we have 


Perils and Accidents we are all ex- 
posd to in the Night; how: that or 
Bedi may ſoon be cruſiid into ſo ma- 
ny Graves, and we may be quickly 
buryd in the Ruins of that which We 
took for our ſecureſt Shelter. 
Let1 us: therefore never fail abi al- 
ling upon God with our Famihes, be- 
fore ever we commit our ſelves to 


that. Bodily Reſt, from which per- 


haps we may never awake, till the 
General Reſurrection. 


Let us implore the Almighty, that 
His Good, Angels may pitch their 
Tents about us; that His Providence 


may | be our life Protection; ; and that 
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we may be kept from all the- Dan my 
of the N ight by Him, who never 
1 fhambers nor /eeps.. $\ 
I his, this is the way, to keep off judg. 
Wl mas or to turn them into Mercies; 
And l if we be ready to > practiſe hut 
one Part more of Righteouſneſs; that of 
ſhewing. Mercy to the Poor, to which 
o largely Exhorted you the laſt Sun- 
day; then may we be. faid in ſome 
mean re to here, learn d that: Leſſon; 
> T1 Amen. are deſign d | 
: to \ Tracha us; dl Which His'Gracious 
Providence hath both * nd En- 1 
abled us to perform. i | 


M. to God the Fi r G³⁴ he Sou bo, 
and God the HolyGhoft, be all Hos 
nous, Glory, Power, Praiſe, and. 
Te both” now and eber. 
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